
The Path to Switzerland

b

Proof of sufficient  
financial means

Cross-border  
commuter permit G 

EU/EFTA  
(5 years,  

renewable)

Short-term  
residence permit L  

EU/EFTA 
 (up to 1 year,  
renewable)

Residence permit B 
EU/EFTA 
(5 years,  

renewable)

No residence  
permit required 
(registration  
procedure for  
employment)

Work permit  
(up to 4 months)

Permanent residence permit C (unlimited)

Residence  
permit B  
(1 year, 

renewable)

Short-term  
residence permit L 

(up to 1 year,  
renewable with 
restrictions)

Employment?

More than  
3 months of stay?

More than  
3 months of stay?

More than  
4 months of stay?

EU/EFTA nationals Third-country nationals Asylum  
procedure

Employment?

Swiss employment 
contract

Posting (cross-border  
provision of services)

Special requirements 
met (including  
qualified work)

Restrictive application 
review (including 
proof of sufficient  
financial means)

no no

nono

no

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

After 5 or 10 years of residence*

 *if requirements are met

Quotas

Af
te

r 5
 y

ea
rs

 o
f r

es
id

en
ce

*

Free movement of persons 
(not subject to quotas)

Provisionally admitted 
persons, F permit 

(1 year, renewable)

Persons in need of  
protection, S permit
(1 year, renewable)

Recognized refugees 
B permit

(1 year, renewable)

Rejected  
asylum seekers

Labor migration Refugee migration

2025-11-12
Figure: Avenir Suisse Source: Own representation

Requirements          Residence permits    

Note: The graphic provides a simplified overview of the most important cases and is not exhaustive.
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